In conversation with:

Brian Barnes SSBA President, a founder
. member of the Stony Stratford Chamber of Trade
;. and the Business Association.
|

Many years ago in the 1950s, the trades people
of Stony were shocked by a sudden rise in rates.
They gathered together as a group for the yrst
time in the hopes that a corporate voice would
carry more strength. A meeting was held in the
old ballroom at the Cock Hotel chaired by Dr
Witheridge who declared, “as a doctor as opposed to a shopkeeper, | don't
have an axe to grind or scalpel to sharpen”, so as an unbiased professional
the Doctor proposed he would make a good chairman. Brian Barnes and Ron
Odell (David Odellis father) went to this yrst meeting together to add their
support.

The group became a branch of the National Chamber of Trade. By joining
forces with other branches: Bletchley and Newport Pagnell, it was considered
there would be further strength in numbers. Unfortunately it soon transpired
that the towns were in direct competition and this was not the way to go.
Some years later when Milton Keynes became an entity of its own, there was
a crisis meeting to resolve all the branches and the Chamber of Trade was
abandoned.

Christmas Lights began as a Chamber of Trade initiative. Brian and David
Odell took it over developing it under the Stony Stratford Business Association
banner creating an annual event. The Business Association was established
for the: ‘enhancement of the trading possibilities in Stony Stratford’.
Brian Barnes became Life President with David Odell as Chairman. Brian still
conducts the Association’s AGM, twenty three years after retiring.

He stopped trading as Barnes Restaurant in the High Street in 1987 which,
when sold to Mr Wong, became the Peking Restaurant. The business was
originally started by Brian’s father; John Tyrrill Barnes in 1937 as a little tea
room which developed over the years into a good English, general purpose
restaurant, known for the “best steak and kidney pie in the area.”

During his years in the restaurant, Brian had a few pieces of gauge ‘O’
railway from his childhood on display. People added their contributions until
the collection grew from just decoration to a serious hobby. Brian joined the
Milton Keynes Model Railway Society teaming up with Stan Pennington to
put together railway layouts for events and exhibitions, including a display in
the church for the yrst ever Christmas Lights Switch On Day. Today with Bill
Marsdon and Shirley Jones, Brian still exhibits at the Lights Switch On and the
Stacey Bushes Museum every year. A man of great commitment.

NETWORKING NETWORKING EVENTS

LUNCH

Tuesday 9th February
12.30

FOX & HOUNDS

£8 members,

£9 non-members

If you are not able to plan ahead, do
come on the day but the charge will
be A10. If you book but do not attend,
you will be invoiced.

A great evening was had by all at the
festive wine tasting in December at the
Stony Wine Emporium.

Many thanks to Simon for a fun and
informative event.

Above: Brian (left) and friend Bill Marston overview their Christmas Railway display in St
Mary and St Giles Church on Lights Switch On day.

Below: Tim Barnes (left) son of Brian Barnes (right), proudly showing their 1930 Hillman
14 at the Vintage Stony Rally on New Years Day in the Market Place. Brian drove this car
on his honeymoon in 1953 and last year it was his grandsonis wedding car.
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SSBA Committee Members

DAVID ODELL LESLEY ARKIN ALLAN NALL NORMA ELLENS

Chairman Trafyc & Parking & 01908 562355 Catering & Events

01908 562146 Futures Group 01908 568063

arkin@eyecare-mk.co.uk ~ OLLIE EVANS

ROSS ELLENS Tel 07957295948 TOM INNWOOD

Treasurer/Property  RAY COBLEY & CHRIS BANKS

01908 568063 01908 562370 DYLAN EKLUND THE BULL HOTEL
Tel 01908 577680 Business Watch

PHIL BUTLER ANDREW FREESTONE 01908 567104

Secretary Business Liaison KATE DAVIES please report any unusal

01908 568913 01908 269596 Newsletter goings on in the town to
75 High St the above number.

SUE MALLESON ~ DECLAN CONNOLLY Stratford Arcade

Minutes/Website Membership Secretary 01908 265795

01908 265774 01908 261811 kate@kdgd.co.uk

The SSBAIs proud to be a member of: Dheatination - - Milton Keynes

Newsletter editor: Kate Davies of Kate Davies Graphic Design on 01908 265795 or kate@kdgd.co.uk

The Stony Stratford Business Association: www.stonystratfordbusiness.org.uk

photos and text by Kate Davies www.kdgd.co.uk

STONY STRATFORD
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Promoting Prosperity & Wellbeing

Vintage New Year

s
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Over ninety pre-1940 vintage cars gathered in the Market Square on New Yearis Day, the promise of bacon butties for the yrst yfty arrivals proving a
strong incentive to the drivers. The bright sunshine enticed an enthusiastic crowd away from their armchairs to come and view the wonderful array of
working historic cars, motor bikes and buses. Hopefully this will become an annual festival.

More photographs of Vintage Stony can be seen at: www.pickr.com/photos/katedaviespics/sets. Website info at www.vintagestony.co.uk







